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THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 3R JULY, 2020
LEGAL SUPPLEMENT — B

GUYANA No. 3of 2020

SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE
PRACTICE DIRECTIONS

REMOTE HEARINGS DIRECTIONS (No. 2) 2020

1. INTRODUCTION

(1) The coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic has posed unprecedenied challenges to the
operation of the Courts in Guyana. By virtué of the COVID-+19 Emergency Directions 2020, No.
1 of 2020, Gazetted on 23rd March, 2020 and theit updated Notices, the Judiciary suspended all
in-person hearings and face-to-face operations to mitigate conimunity spread and other serous
public health threats of the coronavirus.

{2) The Couits shall continne fo hear cases remotely, whete possible, in lien of in-person
hearings uriil the Chaneellor by Notice otherwise directs.

- (3) Remote ‘hearings are real hearings _r:anducted by remote dccess technology: Theysshall - - oo T

'be canducted in the same manner applying the same principles as face-tosface hearings with
attorneys-at-law, parties, withesses and others who are permitted to be part of the hesring,

{4) These Directions are issued to provide guidance on the practice and procedure of remote
hearings by electronic means using video conferencing and teleconferencing and shall be read in
conjunction with all Supreme Court COVID 19 Emergency Directions.

(5) Nothing in these Directions derogates from the duty of a Juificial Officer to determiine
all issues that may atise in a casé judiclally and in accordance W1th normal legal and ethical

piineiples.

2. INTERPRETATION

In these Directions —

“Judictal Ofticer” means a Judge of the Cowrt of Appeal, a Judge of the High Cowt, a
Commigsioger of Title or a Magistrate; and

“Courf” nieans any place, whether or not &t a designated Courthouse, where the Mudicial
Officer elects to sit to conductremotely the business of the Court of Appedl, High Coust,
Land Coutt or Magistrates Court.

3. PREPARATION FOR REMOTE HEARINGS

(1) The information technology (IT) platforms that may be utilised by the Court include the
following —
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. (&) Skype;: . . -
®) Microsoft Teams,
(c) Zoom Business; _

- {dy Whatsapp; - -

: :(c) {‘eiecanfercncmg

@ Bandwzdﬂl strcng(h and mtemet specd may vary Attomeys-at—law are advlsed 0
upgrade theLr computers or oiher d1g1ta} cqmpmcnt and acquus scanmng soﬁware and hardware,

3y The Courl may dtreot tbat a matter he done by remote heamxg @n 1ts own motmn or-on
application of the parties to a case. . : o R

(4) The Court in the exercise of its discrefiori o direct a remote hicaring may determing the
method or manner of hearifig in terms of video conferending ot teleconfefenmng that wou]d ‘best
serve the interests of justice by having regard to —

(@) the loeation of the attorneys-at—law, parties and witnesges;

(B) whether the parties and witnesses are squipped wnh or have BECeSS to
technology for fhie conduct of the hearing; and. - S

{c) the type and speed of cmmectmty avaﬂab]e to the parnes and witnesses.

)] Hearmcrs shall be. conductcd on the ’mnc and date spocjﬁed b} the Yodigial Officer, and 1f
the hearing ¢anrot be conducted on the datc ﬁxad the hearmg may be crc!ered on dates and tmzes
other than that oripipally fixed. _

(1) The Court may, i deemed negessary, fix & remote Case Méiﬁagérﬁent Conference in
advance of the fixed heating date to allow for. chrecﬁans 9 be-made it relation to the conduct of
the hearing, the technology platform to. be used or any othe; ralevant matter.

{2) Case Management Conference will also allow all parties to discuss the jssues, special
ueeds of witiesses, avaﬂabzht}; of thnesses, lcngth of ev:dence, and other pertmcnt matters
touohmg and concerning the case. ' :

{3y The registrar or the clerk of Court to the Judicial Officer shall advise at’comeys-at—law in
advance 10 confirm the scheduling, slaecuai arrange:ments and manner of method of heanng
mcludmg the tex.hnology platform o be used.__ -

(4) Tha requlrement under the rclewant legislanon and rules of Cotrt for the ﬁlmg of the
necessary documents, pleadings and case jackets must be complied with ] for the hearmg of the case
of the conduct of Preliminary Inguiries or Paper Comrniftat I’r cedmgs :

(5) The Court may give directions during a Case Management Coni‘erenae for the ﬁhng of
documents, affidavits and exhibits. :
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{6) The Court may give directions ot the exchangc, of W}‘lﬁbn submzssmns and authorities
which may facilitate expedition of the case.

(7) There raust be an migomted derﬁrml_natmn to move fonvard at Case Management
Conferences by agreentent wheiever possible, but without compromisivg the interests of the client.
Where this is not possible, the parties must seek & romote. hcaxmg, ha\fmg c}early idm‘ltlﬁed the
areas of agraement and d1sagreement and repﬁrttothe Court. B PR ST S

(8) In a Case- Management Con[’crencc, the Comt may &n-ect the pames fo partxc:pate in

“mediation which thay be conducted remotely. Guidelines for the conduct of rémote mediation

i respect of o ‘matter in which 2 decision or jud

sessions shall be issued by way of netice pursuant ta these D;rect:ons

S PERSONSINREVOTUNEARNGS

(1) A remote heating shall comprise the 10H0w1n pcrs
© {a) The Judicial Officer; - .
{b) Registear or clerk-of Com‘t 1o, the Iudw:al
. {e) Participants — -
(i) Attemeys-at—Law represennng ’the pm‘tles mcludmg prosecuturs n
. ¢riminal cases; . -
o (n) Partles to the casge mcludmg 'the accused or f}efendant m cnmmai
{ilf) Witnesws,
(iv) Probation, Child Protection-or Social Services Officers or other
i PErSOnS Pro chng:_pf.efe_s'_si&mgl;sam es__;_'_tg-a_s__s ' Judmal Oﬂiccr
orCourt, B itn R
(d) Perntitted persons, thosepe o
o (i) - Media Tepresentarly
{u) Members of the -OF aly OLhey
' thematterbcmg_ ard,

' "'__tma-b the Judxclal oﬁﬁcw

@ Thf,re shall he 10 pnvate commumcaﬂa s betweer the To R
part;es or theit attorneys-at-law regarding any heanng ot in Telation i it
ar Judgment istobe dehvcred, before, dunng of after the decasmn or de mery of the judgment

(3) All commumoa .. s

actual detivery of the decision or judgment apeu Court, being done-remoteiy, must be d:me-
-;tbrough the rcgistrar cr clerk of" Courl to lhe Todicial Officer-or othef authtmsed Court nfﬁcer

(4) At aﬁ t;mcs tha reglstr [ CIGIK 01k
remotely present dunng all hﬁamags o
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6. INVITATION T{} J O}N A RFMOTE HEARIN G

(1} All parnc:pants and per:mttcd persons must prow de an emazl adc_lress felephone numbers
and other contact information before the hearmgjcences so-that they ¢an be invited tojoin the
hearmg and be cont&cted othermse it neees - o

(2) 'Hle Judw:al Oﬁ'lcer s rchstrar or the cl.erk of Com't must sand a message or email to the
participants and permitted persons with the nvitation for the hearing and. miormatlon on the date
and time of the hearing and. how 10 ACCEs5 the hearing, mcludmg phone numbers in case assistance
is needed. R

(3) All pa:t:clpants and permitted persons shali jom the remota hearmg by elicking on the
link provided i the invitation to the hearing and followmg thc msl:rucnons including where
necessary, entering the mecting’s 1) gnd passwerd S . R

)

(4) Ali pa}:tlclpanfs and penmtted persans shall be venﬁed before bemg psnruﬁed to jom the

{5) Whers a rarnuie hearmg is f01 a fuil day, thc Court shai.l prev:de two. invitations for
hearings - one for the moming session and another for the afbemoon sess;.on. _'I'l:us is to allow for
the bres.k i fhie: Iecardmg time: durmg the Iumhe:en adjom‘ﬂmant : '

(6}, No payticipant or pmmlted person must shm’e the hnk for the remose hearmg without
thepermlsmonofthe()ourt R e

(1) 'I‘he Ceurt shal! host the remcle hearing and c:reate 2 vu'tuai lobby or wamng room.

(2) Upon joining the remote hearing a par{1c1 _ant 'or pemuﬂzcd ijarson ﬁrst enters the vrrtua!
lobby or waltmg foom and remaing there unt;l admitted by thi host {nto the remote hearing.

(3) The registrar clerk of Court ar I’I‘ support staﬁ' of: the Court musl open & cbannel of
communication by telephane, WhatsApp or other meatis for the purpoqes of attendmg fo any
technical difficulties that may atise pnor to aud durmg the remote heaxmg S

(4) The registrar, clerk of" Court or IT support staff may, pnm te the mmote heanng, ﬁx a
date 1o conduct a Lest U prmr o the hearing. - . N _

(5) When the Court has scheduled & Rcmote Hearmg, the parl:mpants must ensuze that they
are adequtely prapared for the hearing and have the necessary equipment and internet conmcnwty
m place far ths heming. Participants are enc:auraged to be inindful of the following = -

(8) Videooconferencing may be accessed through any laptop or video devwe 1hat
dllows dccess 1o the internet, including a smart mobile or cell phortc
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(b) Pal‘tlclpants may downlead the applmatmn for lhe relevani onlme hearmg
+ platform in ordet to fagilitate u better conuection dnd hearing.
(&) Tnikie tuterest'of eﬁficmncy and to enablea smooth operation of the remote -
‘hearing, participants are advis milfarise fhemselves with the
technclogy used fm the vid ] c pnm: to the henrmg mcludmg the

- hierop Thone and adjust the voh:un Par
sometimes the catera or video may-bc tumcd oﬁf and thc smmd mutcci by
_ Jefault whien joining a remote hearing.
(e Mietophones: and cameras must be tested aud weriang pzmr m Jemmg a
~ yeinote hearing, - ' _ :
(f) Pazticipants must ensire thax they ars ouhne on umc for the pmmpt
commencement of the heanﬂg I .
" () Participaits must join the meetin
sufficient time to address any téchnolo;
having any connectivity or other dl
-+ ‘communicated t6 the Court.
- {k)y Pmmipemts are eacourage 1o weat hea hsadphones, or earphﬂnes
during the rempte hearing as this greatly fmproves the audio quality of the
Tieating for o participants, '
(i) Participants in the remeote hearing mﬂst be connect' dand wady 10 pmceed
hefote the Judicial Officer is connected 1o or joins the heariig, :
() If for any reason, there Tias to be a delay inthe commencement- of a hearmg,

' """*advance to: allow
_ sués: Ifﬂie-pmiﬂipants are:
culties this _shou‘rd be prompt[y

mulred -t'o-;attéﬁd Court ; psrsom Agrangements
must be made for them to participate in the remote heanngs of trlals :ﬁ'om t}]t:: pnqons o other lock
up fac;lmes, or any oﬂm piace apprew:d by ths Judlmal cm Lol

(1) Accused peérsons or dcfendants e nar_ _

(2) Arrangements may he mada For. wrtnesms 16 aﬁead and gwe e\fldsnce ﬁom an
mdependent Secure remote iacatlon as detemlmed by the Court

ty of any. 10{:&110' _ ﬁom whwh a ‘witness
may gwe ewdence and may wmh to asmgn ades:gnated Court oﬂicer to be present at that locdtion.

(3} A Judaclal Ofﬁcer may determme the smtab Tt

4y The desxgnated Souart-oific )
prescnbed by the ‘Evidence: -Aot, Cap S. 3 a _ - by
cominunication vmh or racewe an_v cnmcatlo i‘rem anyona durmg & mne :,he witness is
gmngewdence " : : S TRl

he reglstrarorclerkofCouerustcontactths-'artw.t ants 1o 50 appnse__ S
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renan_and request -a witness. to present a photo
Btk cai;lon card ordrwm shccnce bcfore offsnng .

(5) A Judicial Officer may exercise dig
identification for example a passport, nattonall :
evidence remeotely. Lo

" (6) At the start of a case, the Tudicial ‘officer must introduce himseld  or ‘herself or be
introduced by an Orderly or Magshal of the Cotrt identifying the Judicial Officer and. indicating
the Court over which he or she presides. Thereafier, on the invitation of the Court, appearances of
the partics mmust be entered and the paxt[cs will follow the nonmal course of- leadmg ewdence or
making submissions a3 the case may be n & regular hearing of a caser DS

“(8) The Judicial Officer may gwe such divections as may benecessary: for the eondhict of the
hearmg

(9 Partic;pants shall speak ong. ai @ tlme
(10) Particzpant:s ST rite thmr ictophones (mcludmg microphoneson any other devices)

when not addressing s Court: Participunts must Have their vameras turned: off where psrmmed
bv 1}3& Com

(11) When it is & pm‘twlpant $ fum. o address the Coutt, the parnclpant must bpmute the
mxcrophene and speak dzrectly, cleariy and at B stt:ady pace mto the mxcrophone

(12} Pa:tmjpants must not meve out of the range of tlze Caurt, whale a remcte hearmg is in
progress, excepf mth the ynor pexmmsmn of the -Judm;al Gmcer S e T

(13) Breakwuut rooms or meeting rooms of the online wdeoconfcrcncmg platform uhhsed
@ rémole hearing: shall ‘be available to attoreys-atlaw: : seessary: hold.
ens_'mth chents in order te .g1 e advme or take ms’truchans durmg the heanng-.. Lo

- (14)The attemeys-at-ﬁaw may ‘Ieave “the: hearmg TOoL; take msmmnoszs kil the meetmg mem
or by telephone and thex re-join the hearing. o S

(15) Attotneys-at-Law must indicate the necessity : for such consultatien to the Court

16) Attemeys-at—l,aw are nevertheless encouxaged tu as fal as. possﬂole take futl
inistractions from. clients in advance of the hearing: Unantxctpated sﬁuatmns wxn have to be
resolved on'a case by case basis by the Judxcial Ofﬁcex . R C

(173 When considering an audio rather than aud1o wsuai piatform, pocovnt must be takeu of
the needs of participants wath hearmg 1mpedtments and whether they are ab}e to Izp read or wﬂl be
assisted by an interpreter. - i - S S _

(1 8) Plofessmnal decorum must be mam‘tmned at all t:lmes IR

(19) Procedural propriety must be ¢bserved al all times.
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{20} The principles of falmess, transparency ami open }UStl{}e s‘nall not bc departcd from in
the conduct of remote hearings .

{21) Heatings' canducted in- sceordance: it s ':ese Dzrechons s_hdil be {reated us being
canducte{i maccordance with the al rules and proccd sof Court.. Ll

(2?.) Ewry partxmpant must ba atnted in a manner customazy tc: ‘fhat winch is adapied when
physmaily present ina Coutt. | S _ . o

(23 Judicial Oficers and attorneys-atlaw must be addiessed as is normaily doae in Court.

24y A party must always enter one’s full name- on Jommg the- hearmg 56 as to be properly
identified to the:Court and other participants in the heanng e

(25) At the commencetaent of the hemmg, an: attamcy—a AW representmg each pariy shiall
also identify every persin present: with him: or he 10 the Judicna] Officer or: Court

(26) The Cowrt may ¢lect to dxspense with any of the nsual formaimes and the parti{:ipants
-.arecxp&ctcdtoactacmldmgly L T T _

(27) Attnrneys—at Law may sxt whlle addressmg thﬁ: Caurt durmg & remote. heanng

(28) Ezrl;mg and drmlung as apply ina. phys;ca.""r”._' iirt are :_em:utted Pamoxpants are
permitted to have & glass of water as would be. atlowed when- appeazmg ina physwal Couit,

(29) Smekmg is nct pmmtted

(30) The reglstral 01 clerk of Court may temind participants of speakmg gmdeimas if
: somethmg RO wrong, where far examplc someene 1&3@5 connechwty, 3t_may be necessary 1o
repeat apoint ora quesnml - : : :

[%33) Ifthere aretechaical diffienlties during the hearing, a shott aei;eumment OF TECESS MAY
he necessary to address- those 1ssues,

(32) Judioxal .ﬁcers and ﬂl‘t@mey' ﬂt~la"f3:"." SRR

w1tnesses to-be left behind or left out of o virtual hearmg--because -these.-may nm be appareni as
when they wnuld be physmally presenl ina Cout'tmom '

{n As far as practicable the condugt of prehmmary inquiries and paper coummtal proceedings
shall be done by remote hearing and in accordance with the prom<‘.1ons of the Criminal Law
(Procedure) Act; Cap. 10:01. : : L _ .

(2) The evidénce of the witness shall be taken dawn. i writing in the furm of a deposition.
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(3) At some time before the accused is. caileci @n for Ins defence, the deposition shall be read
over to and signed by the witnéss and the. Maglstratc is person, and the accused being présent
remotely, bemg alk prescnt together af the’ tfme of the: r&admg and szgumg ofthe. depamuon

(4) The thness must ‘oe gwen an appr@pnate Hme and date 1o attend Court for the s1gnmg of
The deposmon in the presence of the Maglstrate and accused,

&) It shall be the duty of 1he Maglshate to enstre that ﬂJe deposmons are Uansmmed and
signed by the witniesses aucordmgly

10 S'-_: -nvrm’s;mcusm;_ we

In an-effort to ensure the good hedith and wcll bcmg uf ail there shail hc no \fxszts 1o thie-
locus. Photographs and videos of the scene may be substituted. The discretion of the Judicial
Officer shall be e‘xerczsed in proceedmg oF aci_}oummg the matter where & site, Visit is dcemed
NECEssary. SR S . N .

1. INTERIOR COURTS

The avmlab:hty of the mtemet in the mter;or is h}:nitt‘}d Parues may face many challengcs

~-confecting to a remote hearing platform from the interior. J-will be preferable if par(ies from the

interior locations attend proceedings from an agreed tocation with the required internet: eqmpment
and personniel.

1 '_ 12 nmem;ms ozv. BEC TONS OF THE COURT

(l) Iudgments oF decmons of the Court tnay stﬂl bc dehvered m open Courf m tile context
of reinote hearings.

(2) Where judgments or decisions are fo-be dehvemd in open Court, attomeysﬁat-ldw and
parties must be notified so that they can be presasat When the JUdgment or demsmn 13 de:hvered

(3) Social dlstancmg and othcr safety measureq must be compileci with in apen Court where
attorneys-at-law and parties are presemt during the dehvery ofa Judgmcni Of deciszon

(4) A 1udgment or decision may be delivered by =
- (a) the Judicial Officer being present at Court with dm)rneys«at-law and parties
attendmg remetely, .
{b) the fudiciat Officer attending remotely with. attorney s-at-faw and partles
being present in Court; or -
(c) the Iudlclai Ofﬁcel, attemeys-at iaw and pa.rﬁes alI parhmpaimg remotely.
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13, RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTICIPANTS

ity of the ;-'e__nvi_rohme_nt and fbaékgrounci

(1) Participants must catefully consider the sultabilit avir
s._rtic'ipzji_'nt_-m{;&tj_q‘in-_a._-remote-heari-ng-.from

from which he will be joining the remote hearing, A

a quict, private and secure focation. .+

(21t s prefeceble tht the location has a stationary backdzop away fromm open windows and
Soices of moise o GiSICHONS, oo

(3) Participants must erisure that there is adequate ilghﬁng to -ii]iurﬁi.p'ai,te-:fapial features.

(4 The camern on.the devioo may captite a wider area thia o5 secs o the scrsen. Thetefore,
participants must avoid sitting in s aed where there are distracting iteriis s_ut:h;-_a's._p'hotngr'aphs,

oimaments and paintings.
peruission of the Judicial Officer of Court miust be ‘requested. A p rticipant must phtgin. the
permission of thee Judicial Officer or Couit o leave and r¢joift the heating.

(6) Where a perty is taking pait in a hearing -'_wi';h-_gui-at_tcmcy-at’-«_l;aw_},j::aiﬁgn-gemms: intist be
made on how to communicate confidentially diring the hearing,

(7 No otlier peson raust be present in the room with the pasty: or witness unless permitted

. (8 Ifaself-represented litigant needs to have somoone with him or het i the room who is
E -g'c'::tiz'a_n;.aﬁtbiﬁté?ézjst-.-'l'aw,-'he"or-:sh@%musf_z;sktthe.-i rmistio AR

of the Court.

~{9)Participants must ensure that there is sulficient ioternet coverage in their location and that
(10) Participants must have an alternative method of comnnmication that is net reliant on the
iaiternet of wifi connection in the event of a disruption. Such altemative means of communication
may b via telephone or mobile data. If there is = tecuiical failire that cannot be resolved; or the
alternative tethod of commurication is hot conducive, the bearing fiay beadiourned.

(11) Participants st enstirs that {hey will not be: interrupted or digteacted diting the course
of the hearing. - S '

' (#2) Dt & hearing; prrties and fheir Witnesses t1ust not communiete with persons who

(13) Participanis must be mindful of the follow _ |
TR Gy Participants ate advised to keep all paperand stationery & teasonable distance
" away from their microphone to-avoid timnecessaty background noise when
eaking Kgraung
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(b) Participants must avmd samng devzces fo the Inbhsst volume since this may
0 ¢ause Teedback whn sp
' '(c) Every petson partlctpatmg
directly inta the camera

he or she is clearty visibl

' camera so that the hea

earmg whlch mvolves a v:dee-lmk roust Jook

o (d) Attomneys-at-Law and parues st a!ways remain Lﬁthe rénge Of acamers

ghd rmcmphone whrle ahearmg isin. progress unless othermsa penmtied by
-~ ihe Cowurts _ .
(e) Partxc:pants must be alert to any detenoratmn inthe hght, x_r._:ttme and sound
paality of the proceedings and iriform the. Contt.of this- deveiepmcnt ifit
- impacts on their sbility to'clearly view or fully participate in the hearing.
ey Attomeys—at—Law iust arrange for. the appearance of their. witnesses as with
an in-person hearmg and seek the gmdance af the Cau:rt for amy special
arrangements when in doubt. -~
{2} Attorneys-at-Law must ensure: that their witnesses bave joined the hearmg in
advance and are familigr with the software. Also wxmesses must. be -
thoroughty prepared for the remote heating. ' N
o (h) The onus shall be on the attorney-at-law calling the witaess to brief him or :

her about takinyg the oath or affirmation and t0 ensure that his oz she has the -

relevant religious Gook for the oath to be administored. -
- (1) All parties calling witnesses. must ensure that they are as camt‘ortable as.
‘possible when- giving: ewdeuc«e K
(_1) Witnesses must not commumcate wﬂh thard pames: whiie_they are gmng
svidence and must not consuli documents withiout the leave of the: Coutt. -
(k) The attomey-at-law and witness must be alone in their respeciive rooms
which must be secured with the _deors closed,

anycﬂc whio s st the roam\tn
roorm at the beginning of their ev1dence
{(m) Where persons providing professional services suchag mtc:preters and -
intermediaries, are required {6 assist the Judiciat Officer or Coutt, parties or.
witnesses, these persons must be reminded of the speaking guldeiznes This
i especially important where they have to assista withess, _
(x1) Issues of discreet or separate channels of commimication fur ,;my person -
providing professmnal sewme tg prowde the neoessazy asmstance must ha
atrangcdmadvance T L

In remote hcanngs and dependmg ot the connectmty vauables, a bnef dc!ay may occur_

between the video image.of the person speaking and their voice being heard. This connection delay
may tiislead pamaxpants 1o believe a pefson has finished speaking before they have in fact done
so.anid can result in participants inadvertently speaking over one-another. As such the participants
are cncouraged to be patient with the technology and be- mindfu! of the followmg -
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{a) Avoid mtermptmg a speaker Let tha_speakcx ﬁmsb before attemptmg to
© ' ‘interropt, Be especially: cargﬁ:l m o mtemlpt & mmess 5 HOSWET OF 8
Judlmal Oﬁicer question < Sl

lhe Iudwiai Ofﬁcer the sp‘ aker ey wish 16 ]
Judmial O_f[icer, so the Couri may call 011 the etbﬁr parnclpant to unmute hzs

(d)._If-ana . :
“indicate:a laak nf undexstandmg 5 e:er
towards fhe scréen oruse the °f
- -platform, Such nitsiruptions. must he Rep

(13 The Courts continus 10 conmder their ap_tmns 1] -p:eservmg pnumpies of open justice.
As far &5 possible, remote heanngs shaﬂ ba pubhc-_-_ mngs Thi 18 _.bc aciucved by one of the
following -~ ' '-

- {ayone per;on (whethe: 3 3 uchc{ Ofﬁcer_ ng!far _ierk of ourt or-ather Court
aif relaymg the audio cmd If lable; the vide hoarmg into en

a remoic hearm

(4) L1vestrcanung m" proccedmgs. for bmadcast-te.t _ e'pubhc shall onl be dcme after seouring
authonsauun ﬁ‘om the Judmxal @iﬁcer - :

(5) The' hearmg may he made opehR to ihc pubho, 1;f.' techmcaily possxble bythe hisaring bemg
coriducted inopen Court by the Tudiclel Officer fnd fhe registrar of clerk of Coust logging inte the
‘hearing ina pubhc Courtroom with the othier paxuolpants partlcipatmg remoteiy

63 If any patty subnms ‘that the hearing simuld be public, subzms 01
made to the Judmal Oﬁcer fOE‘ & detcrmmaﬁnn cm Y€ eedmg Ll e
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{(I) Documentary exhibits must be scan e and, shated as a Portable. Document Format
(PDF) file with the Court prior to the commend t of the remoie hearing, The documents may
be tendered electronically and marked using dobe stwkers, pending production of the orlgmal
which shall be forwarded 1o the Court within stich e a8 deterroined by the Court. - o

(2) Real evidence, for example, any type of weapih, cloﬁnn;,, fragaents; must. t0 be
photographed from alf angles and forwarded electtanically tothe Court’s emgitaddress. - :

(3) Wi‘cnesses must ho]d the thlblts up to the camera to aliow the C@ﬁrt’fﬂ vww s.ame fmm
alk angles o ': : . . _ . R .

{4)  Shared screens tnay alsa be used to View the exhibus if there is the need te e defects
or pecuhar ma.rk:; on Lhe exhlblts o - _ _
{5) The Court shalt make & Dote i the mimite book Lhai the 3)&13]31'( has baem tendered and:

marked with & partioular letter or number, The clerk shall fhen mark the exhibit by placing the
marking on a piece of paper which will be p]aced onio the exhtblt.

{1y In prepatation for fhe heéaring, whete necessary, the partxes must pzepa;.e and submn; an
electronic bundle of docunients and an’ ¢lecironic bundle of antherities te the Coust: Tt iv advised
that ‘electionic bindies should coritain only documents and authorities that are esgential to the -

- remote hearing. Single large eleetmnic ﬁles st bﬂ avaided a5 theae, can be siew __transmxt and_:.;.-__. e e

- cumbetsome 10 use;

(2) Where a party making an application is represented by an. attorney~at~]aw at electtomc .
bundle must be used

{3) Where a party is sel-represented, every eﬂ.'ett must 'be madc o, submlt an elecl:romu
bundle. Where possible, the registries may assista self-represended: litagarzt to. upload ther: bumﬂe :
of documents electronicaliy. :

{4) Each electronic bundle must be paginated and indexed. The electronic bundle st be
prepared in Portable }Document Format (E'-‘DF) whmh must be sea.lchablc : L

(5) The bundle must be ﬁled in accardance wzth the mea.sures mpiemantcd for filing by the
Court at Teast three days in.advance of the hearing. Parties may use any dopurnent transmission
service that provides online oix eloud-based aceess to Jdochinents whete the bundle of documents
is latge Paxﬁes are to ensure that any such services ate safe seoure and conﬁclennal

(6) Where perzmtted a pazrty may utihse the share sereen’ funcuonaltty in the
videoconferencing platform to refer to documents retied on.
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{7) The Court reserves the right to request the producuon of hard cepw; of any of the bundles
from the party who has filed by email,

(8) The bundie must dso ‘be provided o all lawandy partles by ermail,

(9 Where posmble, pames mest agree gnducum' ts to be tenéered_ RO

(10 Parties must. endeawour to agree in. advance ona’ I:st of docurnents ta wh:ch witnesses
are hkeiyto bereferred. . N - S .

(1) 1tis: advised: t}mt attameys—at«law dow:ﬁoad n app such as: Acrobat DC 'or_?DF Expert
1o enable the. bundle to be. “marked up’. A clean duplicate of the bunidle should be kept, so that
there is one clean bundle in addition to any other that is. marked up. This way, if the Judicial
Officer requests that- document be shared electrcmzally,ithere is aclean_cepy readily available.

(12) At affidavits in support of applications mus e sworn 1o and subscnbed as reqmred by
Iaw Exiublts to aﬁidavxts mustbe smnlariy matks quued Ll

(1) Atiorneys-at-Law and pames are remmded of their duty to assxst ﬂaf: Cour,t 10 deal wuh :
matters as expedmously as posmble

{2} Att@meys»al ' £ 6311
that a fair heating doesnot: necessarily mean that thers :
S ;succmct, and pemted wiritten subn:ussmns are at ﬁmesmerc eﬁectwe R

19. USE :(i)re-mr:”?!.; ENTS

(1) Wherea remete hearing will involive oral witness evidence, the partaes should endeavour
' to ‘agree in-advanee -on & Hat of documents’ to which fhe witness-is Iikely to be referred. Some
electronic platforms have document and soreen shiaring mechaniams w}nch can be ut1hsed during -
the remote hearing, . e

{2y Submissions RISt be ‘erhgited as directed by the: Cu‘ ;
enciouraged. Assuch the attorneys-at-law and pastie 0'be mindf e following ~
(e.) Ensure that documents can be found ¥ quick speed Tt i usefinl to
Have & list of Key docuntents, or hyparlmked ndex and authotities.
(h) Ensure al} réferences are aconrate and precise and thax referenccs in: skeieton
argmnents aieto the pages in eeieetwmc bundle: : “
(e) Have réadily available; the vefer to-the: docmnants tu whlch referencc is
to be made Manage documeaﬁs in a mannel that enables eﬁecnve se. If a

‘mepagement 18
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point is to be. made about 3 documenl: etisure that all ather patticlpants and
the Judicial Officer have that docistient in front of thern, - -
___(d} Be aware-that if a party- S unexpectedly needs to share 8 documeni
7 that s not i the elec |6 with the Court and other part;c:pants and
which cannot be made all observers by sharmg omseréen, gn -
agiecement must be reached a3 fo 1l ¢ appropriate channel of communication
to be used. This may mciude ﬂae sendmg of ﬂm dacument to. the Couzt and
other parties via email. = ¥ -
- {e) Itis likely that more we1ght w:ll bc, piaced on m:ttgn arguments in. remote
' heanngs ihan argume 's_--conducted in person. Ther fore, the written
1e ke y msue_ 'm thc case and

43) Partics must ﬁrdv.lde tﬁe Judié;al Ofﬁcer or Court w1th skeleton argumenis
that can be consulied befnre and aftet the hearmg :

20. RECORDING OFHEARINGS

(1) The hearings shali only be recorded by the Coust as hast of the rerote i;earmg
(2) Participation in 2 remots hearing indicates a party’s consent to bcmg recorded

_ (3} 1t s forbidden for the parties, thexr attorneys-at-taw or. anyone permxttcd ’eo jom thc
hearmg to record the hearing withiont prior authorisation of the Court; - L

... ...(4) Participants and permitied _persons may be requued to gzve an undertakmg at the start of .
e he aring not to recordthe hearing uirless permn| 'ceii dogo.: A L

{3y The Court recording whetherin Wntten, audlo ‘or other chgxta] form, shall be 'thc tran:-mpt
of the preceedings and a record of the Court.

(6). Av audio or writien transcnpt of the hearing may be produced in accordance with the
Recording of Proceedmg Act Cap, 3: 14

(7) A party may request i writing to the Rogistrar of the Supreme Cowrt anaudio or a written
transcript of & hearing. The wranseript will be provided ot he payment of the reqms;te charges

(8) If a person wio is not a party to the hearing requests a transcript o if a hearing or any
part of it was held in private, o transcript may only be provided if the Court so orders,

- (9) The remote hearings of Magistrates Court shall be récorded manually by the Magistrate.
and mcorded by-the facility used and saved in a secured space, for example, Cloud Videg Platform,
No ¢lectronic recording of the hearmgs by -any other person in the Cowrt is permitied unless
permission from the Magistrate is granted.
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managcdm order to protect the

23. RIZVI’EW

19 pandemic

These Directionsare Sub_] éct to revision given: the evolvmg ﬂ%_lture Ofthe C ey
e armepded

and the changing nature of technology and électronic commumcah.'___ anid they i
or altered acmrdmgly _ o :

24, RLVOCATION o

The Remote Hearmgs Du-ectmns 2020 No 2 of 2{)20-1--puhhsheé m the: Gazeﬁe on 22,“‘1 June
2020 is tevoked. S _

Chancellur of tht, Judmary (ag)




